The Rosh Hashanah Seder

DATES

Note: We eat dates in the hopes that our enemies will be destroyed. Dates in
Hebrew are 2nn, a similar root to consume — 0. The 1% °7° on dates as:
PRI ANW ,I1NIAR PRI IPPIYR T ,719070 11X O

May it be Your will, Hashem, our God and the God of our forefathers, that our
enemies be consumed.

APPLES AND HONEY

Note: We eat apples with honey or sugar in the hopes that we will have a sweet
new year, just as the apples and honey are sweet. The 117 °77° on apples, dipped in
honey (or sugar), as:

PINAY 720 FIW 1Y WIINW ,11°NAR ORPRY PO T ,710%0 1% O

May it be Your will, Hashem, our God and the God of our forefathers, that You
renew for us a good and a sweet year

LEEKS

Note: We eat leeks in the hopes that our enemies will be destroyed. The Hebrew
word for leeks is "Karsi," which sounds like “kares”, to be destroyed. The 1%
on leeks as:

PRI INT°W 11NN PRI PR T ,71000 11X O

May it be Your will, Hashem, our God and the God of our forefathers, that our
enemies be decimated

BEANS

Note: We eat beans in the hopes that our merits increase and we are purified.
Beans are eaten as a symbol of abundance and fruitfulness (Rubiah — 7x°27)
The 1% 7 1s listed as:

11712507 11017107 127°W L1 MAR OPYRY 1POR T 719070 X

May it be Your will, Hashem, our God and the God of our forefathers, that our
merits increase and that You purify us

PUMPKIN
Note: We eat gourds (the family to which pumpkins belong) in the hopes that any



evil decree against us will be destroyed and our merits proclaimed (rendering a
favorable judgment). The Hebrew word for gourd is ¥7p (k’ra), which is also the
word for ‘tear/rip’ and sounds like the word for ‘read/proclaim’ — &3p. The 11 7
for gourd as:

1NIMIT TPI0R RPN U1T W YR IR PORI IPPOR 77,1000 1Y O

May it be Your will, Hashem, our God and the God of our forefathers, that the
decree of our sentence be torn asunder; and may our merits be proclaimed before
You.

POMEGRANATE

Note: We eat pomegranate in the hopes that our merits will be many and God will
see that we desire to fulfill God’s commandments. Pomegranates are known for
their plentiful seeds, which are said to add up to 613. We eat the pomegranate and
show our desire to fulfill the 613 mitzvot. The 11X *7° for pomegranates as:

71279 NI”IT 7127IW ,IPMAR PORY IPOR T, 71990 1% O

May it be Your will, Hashem, our God and the God of our forefathers, that our
merits increase as [the seeds of] a pomegranate.

FISH

Note: We eat fish in the hopes that we will be fruitful this year. Fish are a symbol
of abundance and fertility. When eating the fish we ask God to bless us with both.
The 11%7 7 for fish as:

Q372 77271 7I9IW ,IPMAR PRI 1OPOR T, 71990 XA 7

May it be Your will, Hashem, our God and the God of our forefathers, that we be
fruitful and multiply like fish.

BEETS

Note: ‘Silka’ is usually identified as beets. The word p17°0 means remove and
expresses our wish that this year our enemies are "removed". The 11%¥7 *7° for beets:
IPRNW IPIN0W N1 NIAR PRI IPPOR 7T ,71907 11X O

May it be Your will, Hashem, our God and the God of our forefathers, that our
adversaries be removed.



